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DEARLY BELOVED SR STAT: N 


OTWITHSTANDING: that our Mts 


mother the Church has nothing more at heart 
than her own internal peace and a perfect 
union amongſt all her children, yet, being 
ſenſible that theſe bleſſings can only be ſecured 


ö 


„ 


eee hr 


„„ e 
by a ſtri& adherence to the faith once delivered®, 
and by a firm ſupport of that ſpiritual autho- 
rity which Jeſus Chriſt has committed to herf, 
hence ſhe has ever been watchful to ſuppreſs 
ſuch errors or practices as have ſeemed to 
threaten, ber belief, her juriſdiction or her 
diſcipline- Hence her holy fathers and her 
doctors have ever oppoſed thoſe men who 
have ariſen ſpeaking perverſe things to dra 
away diſciples after them], and have ſet up a 

wall for the houſe of 1frael \ in thoſe venerable 
writings, which are ſtill in our bands. Fi- 
nally, bence the apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors 
„ biſhops of the Church|, whoſe particular 
duty this is 1, have at all times watched aver 
their charge, and have made hiad againſt the 
ravening wolves that enter. 15 ſparing ts ng 

/ Chriſtuw. 15 

Having been e called, Chas 
unworthy, tc to this high miniſtry, we, of {courſe, 
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3 5 „„ 
| become linkin to that duty af zeal 1 watch- 
fulneſs which is attached to it- If it is not 
excuſable in us paſtors to be ignorant, when 
the ſheep, intruſted to us, are devoured by the. 
infernal wolf „, as the Fathers of the laſt Ge- 
neral Council have declared, how much leſs 
excuſable would it be in us to ſee the ſheep. 
devoured, and to hold our peate. The truth 
is, we cannot but bear in mind that awful 
charge of the apoſtle in the paſſage referred 
to above, and which is addreſſed t all in our 
ſtation; Take heed. to yourſelves and to tlie whole 
flock wherein tie Holy Ghoſt has placed you bi- 
ſhops, to rule the Church of God, bas 
purchaſed with his own: blood. Aga 
not, without trembling, hear that ii pl 
Church is applicable to each one of ust: 
the watohman ſee: the ſword coming, and ſound 
not the trumpet, and the people look not io them 
| ſelves, and the ſword come, and cut offs. a ſou 
e, e he indeed i is taken away in 
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e Certiſſimum eft non 3 e 
nem ſi lupus oves comedit & paſtor dene eee 
Seff. 6. Decret de reform. c. r. ee 85 ar hs 
1 Ads c. 20. b. 28. | 

5 See Snetes arsch 6. 0. . ebe a8 · 


* N : I 
8 + 8 * L 4 1 * 
; n 1 . 2 Ir EL £.3 71 3 2125 
* — : * 4 
» N . . 


wr 20" onda V — —— wo 1 —— <Q * wy ” hes * 4 4 
* 7 4 9 "yy A A 8 EA 
* nn 6 , * ID" . FI * a * A 5 N 
y * 1 — I 4 
N 4 \ 


io 4 7 . 
tas iniquities : but 1 will require his 150 ot 4% 


hands of the watchman.— So thou, O Son of man, 
I have appointed thee a waichman to the urg of 


Tfrael*. 6.5 if 3 a, 5 


At no time, Beloved eee Me the 
peculiar duties of paſtors been more preſſingly 
requiſite than they are at preſent, becauſe at 
no time, has the Church been more violently, 
more extenſively, or more dangerouſly at- 
tacked than it is now. In fact, the capital 
error that is now propagated; conſiſts in a de- 
nial of that authority in the paſtors of the 
Church, which Chriſt has eſtabliſhed for the 
correttion of errors in general: and the inno- 
vations in diſcipline, which are now attempted, g 
and in the manner they are attempted, aim at 
nothing leſs than a total ſubverſion of the go- 
vernment and conſtitution of the Church: 
which ſpiritual authority and which govern- 
ment having been eſtabliſned and continued 
i Chriſt eg it dolle that to riſe up 
8 | againſt | 


* Ezech. c. 33. ao 6 and 7. | e 

T Iſai. c. 9. v. J. Luke c. 1. b. 32. Mat. c. 16. v. 19. 

;bid. c. 28. vw. 18, 19, 20,—Our bleſſed Saviour is intro- 
duced by St. Auguſtine, commenting upon his own text, 
in the following manner: © Give ear ye Jews and Gen- 
tiles, ye men of high a of 1 low degree, My Bngdem 
| e * | 


1 8 12 a 
again them cannot but be an attempt of ths » 
moſt criminal Ae wont: LN . n ene 
| tendency. Pl AT ANTS: $oens IRE? | 
+ "HHS; ſecluſion of Pal „n Oabekes 3 
from many temptations to which a great part 
of their brethren abroad are expoſed; the edi 

_ fying example of their fathers and predeceſſors, 
and the good and virtuous; education, which 
they have, in general, received, ought wich 
the divine grace, to have preſerved them from 
the prevailing contagion. But though we 
have the conſolation to obſerve that the great 
er part of our flocks, ſtand aft. and hold the 
traditions which they have received“, avoiding; 
tlie pY ofane 2 novelti ES .of- : words, and | the . opp 72 | 
tions of knowledge, falſely. ſo called... by 
means of which ſome have erred concerning the 
faitht, yet we cannot conceal that theſe pro- 
ane novelties have unhappily found entrance 
to ſome of them, as too plainly appears by 
_ diverſe, writings which have been put forth 
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Pas is not of this world. nevertheleſs, as, I am a King, I 

e therefore have my own kingdom, my own miniſters, 
oy. my own officers, and my own ſyſtem of government. 
«© Be not afraid that I ſhould obſtruct your e 
St. Aug. Tract. 1 5. in Joan. Kc. 
2 Theſſal. c. 2. v. 15. 
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lc 6. 'T . 
of - n We write. not theſe things t ſhame © 
vou: hut we admeni/h you [as our deareſt children: 
for if you have ten n . in OE 
ya many fathers. 

The errors, which we find hy in 5 feſt 
ba neceſſary to guard you againſt, relate 
10 the origin and eſtabliſhment of epiſcopal 
authority, which has been inſtituted by Chriſt 
for preſerving the faith and for governing the 
Church, It has been falſely aſſerted, ihat it 
is necefſary biſhops ſhould be elected by their 
reſpective elergy and people, and that the 
Head of the Church has no right to interfere 
nin their appointment or confirmation. You 
have accordingly been invited to refiſt the 
Chief Pontiff, in the diſcharge of his duty of 
appointing biſhops, and, in defiance of your 
prefent lawful paſtors, who have been fo ap- 
pointed, and have entered in hy the door of tle 
feegfold f, you have been called upon to cle 
paſtors for yourſelves, who by acceding to 
fach an eleQion, would not enter by the door, | 
but would climb up another way, and thus would 
| frrove themfelves to be thieves and robbers, who 


come only to ſeal, and to kill, and i dro 


N + Cor. « 4, worſe 146 1. 
+ John c. 10. v. 2. ö 
7 . vd 10. 
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But it is incumbent upon us, Dear Bre- 


_ thren; to aſſure you, that, in following this 
pernicious advice, you would have ruſhed i in- 


to ſchiſm. The Church alone has, and ever 
had authority to determine the regulations 


and diſcipline to be obſerved previous to the 


_ aftual appointment of biſhops,/ all which in 


the laſt general council ſhe left to remain as 
they then were . The Church alone has, 
and ever had authority to appoint biſhops in 
order to govern determinate portions of the 
flock of Chriſt, no leſs than to conſecrate 


them ＋ : and, at preſent, this right and autho- 


: rity is ſo inconteſtibly acknowledged to reſide 
g err 2h in 1 ee OY _ that _ AY cas 5 
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* preficiendorum. {epiſcoporum) quodcumque j Jus, qua- 
* cumque ratione, à ſede apoſtolica habent, aut alioquin 
60 operam ſuam Præſtant, nihil in its pro preſents Femporne 


, ratione innovands, hortatur ſancta ſynodus, dec.“ Cone. | 


Trid. Seff. 21. cap. 1. de reform. 
1 Si quis dixerit ordines {proinde TIES 
t dinem) ab ipſis (epiſcopis) collatos fine populi, vel po- 


* teſtatis ſæcularis conſenſu ircitos eſſe, aut eos, qui nee 


„ah ebeleſiaſtica & canonica' poteſtate rite  ordinati, 


, << nec miſſi ſunt, ſed aliunde veniunt, legitimos eſſe verbi 


r et Tacramentorum' miniſtros; anathema ; * Cone. 
"FE Se. 23. cus. 7. 4 1 
1 Ut ſpfe ſummus Poarifes, play” totius Seen 
4. "_ 3 — pro gregis ominici 
” _ .__ * commodso 


[£58] 1 
hs bas lately derhred that if any biſhop or me- 
tropolitan ſhall arrogate to himſelf the right 
of inſtituting biſhops,” it will be incumben 


upon him, in virtue of his apoſtolical function, 
to pronounce both the biſhop who inſtitutes, 
and the perſon ſo inſtituted, to be ſchiſma- 


ticks, and their acts ae eres to 850 
wn of * W . 


805 | Nor 
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5 FE * commodo de illis.. .. . . . . Eccleſias poſſit utilius pro- 


. * yidere.” Ibid. Seſſ. 24. c. 1. de reform. Eadem 


« ſanta ſynodus . « . non. poteſt non commemorare 


1 nihil magis eccleſiæ Dei eſſe neceſſarium, quam ut bea- 


* tiffimus Pontifex, quam ſolicitudem univerſz eccleſiæ, 
ex muneris ſui officio, debet, eam hic potiflimim i im- 
« pendat, ut. . idoneos N * eccleſiis præ- 
d ͤͤͤ on onto 8 „ 
„ Romanus Pontitex, in nk abſentes, prout 
5 cujuſque major aut minor contumacia exegerit, ſuæ 
e ſupremæ ſedis auctoritate, animadvertere, et eccleſiis 
00 * ipſis de paſtoribus utilioribus, providere poterit, ſicut 


| de reform. 9 : 9 415 A » 
? | | i Si quis Novels 1 qui a i PRI N 
b * Pontificis aſſumuntur, non eſſe legitimos & veros epiſ- 


= copos, ſed pi A 5 Ann ſit.“ Ibid. 
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in Domino noverit n * . 6. 6. ts 


In Brevi Feb. 23. 1791, PE 16. 3 in „ 


„ | "Apr. 13, 1791, p. 16. *« Hzc porro juriſdictionis con- 
| 3 * ferendæ poteſtas, ex nov diſciplinl à pluribus ſæculis 
. . 2 ere conciis eneralibus, ct ab ipſis concordatis 
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Nor is it only lin the article of eonfrming 

| biſhops chat the rights of (he chief Paſtor are 
ſchiſmatically invaded, by perſons, who tilt 


boaſt of adhering 10 dis communiob: but it 
has moreover been aſſerted that the Vicar er 


Oui. as he has been termed bys general 


whole flock; ſheep as well as lambs; without 


=y Set, ee f, u no erer to com- 


88 8 eilistend act 535iiifeate 
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** confitmatf, ne ad metropolitanos quidem raten ullo⸗ 


We. modo attinere, utpote qua illuc reverſa, unde deceſſt. 


Ser, unice reſidet penes appſtolicam ſedem, ita ut hodie 


"an 


9.0 036 + Romanus Pontifex,, ex muneris ſub, officio, paſtores. 
0 « 6 rngulic\ eccle is e, ut verbis utamur Concilii 
Tride ntini, 82% 24. 4. 1. 4 fehr. Adeoque legitima 
. eonſeeratie nulla fiat in ecbleſik cathelie 3 


Wy [nifs ex apoſtolic ſedlis mandato.” . Thbdd; pogat 5425 


*' Conc. Flor. in Decret. Union. Conc, Trid. 8: 
6, cap. Is 4. ef. Tc. OT = 
14 De toto * unus Petrus e ag qui et uni- 


Re Ee: gentium vocationi, & omnibus apoſtolis, | 


5 cunctiſque eccleſiæ patribus præponatur, ut quamvis in 


237M populo Dei multi ſacerdotes fint, multique paſtores, 7 


omnes tamen proprie regat Petrus, quos principatiter 
regat et Chriſtus. S. Leo, Serm. 3. de Alluth.” 
+2298 Thy- prineeps epi ſooporum .., Tu es eu clave! 


ec traditæ cui oves credit ſunt . Habent illi aſſig- | 


© natos * ſinguli 8 7 tibi univerfi credĩti, aul 


; "4 | 
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ouneils *, and the ſucceſſor 6f him hom 
Jeſus” Chrit has commiſſioned to feed his 


3 5 „ ˙¹:7ꝛͤ—, u ⸗ů..A.m ᷣ ͤ‚ . Ee. * - 
an * 1 3 0 5 * 2 5 
8 2 P 3 " N 2. 
8 . „ 
4 4 * $ EF» S 8 2 EU ESR. 7 \ 
: 3 7 5 * 


EE 

municate a portion of his ſpiritual authority 
to the Apoſtolical Vicars, who, in conformity 
with the general diſcipline of the Church in 
ſimilar circumſtances, are your preſent lawful 
eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors: the authority of his 
briefs has alſo been depreciated and repre- 
ſented as of no effect: in ſhort, a bare nominal 
primacy has been aſcribed to him, deſtitute of 
all real juriſdiction and ſpiritual authority, with 
ws to the Church at large. 

Bruch are the prevailing errors of the day, , 
in oppoſition to the uniform voice of the 
Church in all ages. This teaches, and has 
ever taught, that the chair of Peter, namely 
the ſee of Rome, is the head Church from 
which the ſacerdotal unity is derived *, and 
to which, on account of its prerogative of 
primacy, all other churches are required to 
have recourſe 1. This declares in the ſolemn 


« unus; nec modo ovium ſed et paſtorum tu unus omni- 


| um paſtor.” S. Bern. de Conſid. I. 2. c. 6. 


A Navigare audent ad Petri cathedram, atque FA 
| <c ecclefiam principalem, unde unitas ſacerdotalis exorta 


cc eſt,” S. Cyp. ad Corn. Pap. Ep. 53. 


'+ * Ad hane eccleſiam (a Petro & Paulo Roma 

« fundatam) propter potiorem principalitatem neceſſe 
eſt omnem convenire eccleſiam.“ 8. Iren. contra 

ee 1 „ 

| deciſions 
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t 2 1 
Gestion of general connctl;” that the Ro- 
man Church has a primacy of ordinary juriſ- 
_ diftion over all churches in quality of mother 
and miſtreſs of all Chriſt's faithful *, and that 
the Roman Pontiff has, in the perſon of St. 
Peter, received from Chriſt full power to 
feed, to n and to Bring the ern 
church f. 1 | 
Beware, Beloved Shethria) of thoſe who | 
endeavour to looſen that eſſential attachment 
you muſt have to the centre of unity, eſpecially 
at this time of [prevailing ſchiſm, and who en- 
deavour to ſow jealouſies in your minds againſt. 
the common father of all the faithful, whoſe 
' condu@ appears, in the eyes of his whole 
Hock, to be ſo truly paternal, edifying, and 
 apoſtolical, and 5 not, to aue uſe of bis own 


's hol e ſynodo cells ür poſt Roma- 
* nam eccleſiam, quæ, diſponente Domino, ſuper omnes 
* alias ordinariæ poteſtatis obtinet principatum utpote 
* matrem univerſarum Chriſti fidelium & magiſtram, 
«© Ke.“ Conc, Later. 4. can. 5. 

+ Definimus a apoſtolicam ſedem, & Roma- 
num Pontificem in univerſum orbem tenere principatum 
- « » + » eſſe ſucceſſorem Petri principis apoſtolorum, & 
Chriſti vicarium, totiuſque eccleſiæ caput .. . & ipſi in 

B. Petro, paſcendi, regendi & gubernandi univerſam ec- 
clefiam à Domino noſtre Jeſu Chriſto "PR e 
* traditam, & . 


- words, 
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- words, add froth grief to' hah by keep- | 


ing up an un natural conteſt with your head, 
Arbe rights and authority of the Chief 


| Paſtor, have not been.reſpefted,' it is not to 


be wondered at, if thoſe of ſubordinate pre- 
dates ſhould haye been lighted. In fad we 


havelamented to obſerve amongſt the, faithfu 
committed to our charge, laymen ſetting up 


private judgment in oppoſition to the doctri- 
nal inſtructions of their lawful paſtors, aſſum- 
ing to themſelves to pronounce. upon the diſ- 


cipline and canons. of the Church, and to in- 
terfere in the regulation of eccleſiaſtical g 
vernment, and even calling upon the clergy 


to unite in a ſchiſmatical and impious reſiſtance 


againſt their lawful biſhops, to whom their 
conduct in general bas hitherto, been ſo re- 


ſpectful and exemplary. We may add chat 


our pious and revered predeceſſors have. been 


moſt invidiouſly calumniated, and our gun 


conduct and miniſtry have been publicly tra- 
duced, as unjuſt, uncanonical, deſpotic, and 


Interim te confratreſque tuos quantum in Domi- 


1 no poſſumus, obſecramus, ne ecclefiam tantis afflictam 
% zrumnis, novo dolore cumuletis, cui nil exitialius ac- 
* cidere poteſt quam ut membra adverſus caput præ- 

« lientur. B. Pius VI. ad EleRares, 14 Nov. 1789. 


t 13 1 1 8 
even inconſiſtent. . the ſecurity of the 
ſtate. waa Vo N n 
Me truſt chat the 8 of .many 
of theſe aſſertions will prove an antidote. in 
the minds of moſt perſons, againſt their male- 

volent i import. Still however, we find it ne- 
etffary to take ſome notice of them. Vou 
will remember then, in the. firſt place, Beloved 
Brethren, and Children in Jeſus Chriſt; the 
rule you received in your early youth, for 
learning what the things are that God 
« teaches;”. namely * The teſtimony of his 
* holy Catholic Church“: which Church 
ſpeaks to us by the voice of her eſtabliſhed 
Paſtor. This ſubmiſſion of priyate judgment, 
in matters of religion, to eſtabliſhed authority, 
is the diſtinct ive character of your religion, 
the cement of your catholicity, and your ne- 
ceſſary preſeryative againſt ſchiſm and hereſyt. 
The duty of ſubmiſſion in the flock, is the na- 
ceſſary conſequence of the divine authority, 
which has been veſted in the paſtors. All | 
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to his apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, is given te 
me, Go ye therefore, and teach all nations... . and 
behold I am with you all days, even to the conſum- 
mation of the world. He that heareth you, 
 heareth me, and he that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth 
met. As the Father ſent me, ſo I ſend you. 
Such is the purport of that commiſſion, under 
which we claim, as it is our duty to claim, the 
right of announcing to our reſpetive flocks, 
what is, and what is not conformable to the 
dcœqtrine, to the laws and to the diſcipline of 

the r N which laws and which 
1 | | air 


8 8. Matth, e. 28.99. 18, 19 ai 20. St. Mark c. 16. 
V. 15. 
St. Luke c. 10. v. IF 
1 St. John, c. 20. v. 16. a | 
For the inſtruction of our flocks we hall here inſert a 
'" tranſlation of certain paſſages taken from the works of a 
learned Canoniſt, where he treats of the offices and au- 
thority of biſhops. ** God has appointed biſhops in his 
«« Church, and placed them over it, for no other purpoſe 
1 than that they may govern it. This is what the apoſtle 
* teftifies As c. 20, &c, Hence it follows that the Holy 
cc Ghoſt, who has appointed biſhops to the function and 
* office of governing the Church of God, has veſted 
* them with all the power aud juriſdiction which are ne- 
« ceſſary for governing the Church, aud ſor: retaining 
all the faithful, and eſpecially the clergy. within the 
I bounds of religious mT and of eccleſiaſtical dif- 
& cipline 
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n it belongs to the ſame eccleſiaſtical 
authority to adminiſter and to regulate, which 
alone is competent to judge of their n. 
ency to eſtabliſh or to alter them. 
With reſpe& to thoſe charges, which 8 


been brought againſt our own perſonal con- 
* cipline.” Hence it follows that all the faithful “ in 
« as much as they have been rendered ſubje& to the 
. * Church, and incorporated in it, by baptiſm, whether 
win © clergy or laity, of whatever condition or ſtate of life 
s they may be, if they are deſirous of attaining to ever- 
«« laſting felicity, are bound to be ſubject to, and to obey 
their biſhops, and to jbe dependant upon them, in all 
4 matters that relate to the ad miniſtration which Chriſt 
“ has committed to them, 29. 378 all thoſe things that 
40 belong to the order, the miniſtry and the diſcipline of 
« the Church, and to the eternal ſalvation of each indi- 
« vidual, which is the object and end to which the di- 
vine authority committed to biſhops is directed. This 
is expreſsly commanded by the Lord, fince the apoſtle 
cc tells us, Heb. c. 13. Obey your prelates and be ſubject 
* to them, For they watch, as 5 to render an account of 
* your fouls,” 1 
This therefore is a e and an 8 law a 
cc obliging all the nobles and the great ones of the earth, 
without the exception of any one Chriſtian, to be ſub- 
* je to the biſhops and prelates of the Church. All 
„ fach perſons i in reſiſting the authority and rights which 
the prelates have derived from Almighty God, would 


5 draw down certain damnation upon themſelves,” 


FOO Ti or & Prot Jurit Cano. J. 4. 3 8 
| du 
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duct and miniſtry, we ſhall ſatisfy ourſelves 
with ſaying, that it has been our conſtant aim 
to conform ourſelves to the laws and regula- 
tions of the Church, and that we have ever 
been moſt ready to ſubmit our conduct to the 
judgment and deciſions of its regular tribu- 
nals. All that we require is, that no one, ei- 
ther of the clergy or of the laity, ſhould pro- 
teſt againſt or appeal from the authority it 
ſelf, with which we are inveſted, of judging, 
vithin our reſpeQive flocks, in cauſes of faith 
or diſcipline, and that all appeals, in the pre- 
ſent circumſtances, ſhould be carried before 

the Chief Paſtor, and conducted in a cano- 
nical manner, accompanied with ſubmiſſion, 


until. the ſentence, which is appealed from, 


has been reverſed. by a bigber authority. 
All this we are bound to claim in the name 
of the Church whoſe guardians we are, and to 
teſtify that an oppolite | condut in any of the 
above mentioned particulars, cannot but be 
a grievous infraction of her peace, and render 
thoſe who are guilty of it, enen on met | 
graces, and her ſacraments. CE ; 

Me hal} take no other notice of the laſt 
mentioned charge brought againſt us, than by 
exhorting you, as we have oftentimes done 
7 before, to pour out your moſt. fervent prayers 
tor: 


; ＋ Ibid. c. 6. v. 1. 
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for the peace; ſafety and happineſs of our be · 
loved Sovereign and of our common country, 
and by cautioning you to avoid not only for 
wrath, but for conſcience ſake®, thoſe -\ editious 
doctrines and practices, which you have been 
warned againſt in his Oy” 8 late procla- 
mation. | 

It is with * and deep ſorrow that 
we have diſcovered the errors, againſt which 
ve have cautioned you, chiefly in the publi- 
cations, which will be mentioned below. But 


in the diſcharge of that duty, which we owe to 
our flocks, we ought not to be influenced by 
any other motives, except thoſe which ariſe 


from their ſpiritual neceſſities and dangers. 


Notwithſtanding this, weare far from ſaying, 
in the preſent inſtance, with the apoſtle: We 


would they were even cut off who trouble vou. 
On the contrary, we rather enter into the ſenti- 


1 mentof the ſameapoſtle, in a fubſequent paſſage, 


| where he ſays: If a men. be overtaken in any 


aul. inſtruct ſuch a one in the ſpirit of | 


meekneſs}. Accordingly it is with a view of 


inftruQing thoſe of our flocks who are liable 


* "Js Cs 13. D. 52 | 5 
* Galat. Co $o V. 12. | 5 r 


* * ba * ” mY J 
* # : : . a 32 
©» * 10 N : 
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40 initteadl others, no Jeſs than thoſe who: are 
in. danger of being mifled, that, amongſt the 
many falſe and dangerous poſitions, which 
occur in the publications quoted beneath, we 
have cenſured che following, as containing 


the principal errors which we have above 

warned you againſt. | | 
1. The diſcipline of the Church requires that 

the biſhops ſhould be choſen by the clergy and the 

1 80 over whom they are to preſides. 

23. The appointment of biſhops forms no pare 

Y 10 (the Pope's) ſhiritual commi ſſionr. 55 

g. No perſon can pretend to ſay, that an ap= 

plication to Rome for bulls of conſecration is & 

conſcientious obligation}... 

A4. The late . made i in France, te 
| taken from the court of: Rome the right of con- 
i firming the biſhops of that kingdom, but this re- 

ſumption of the right of confirmation, affects not 


* A Letter addreſſed to the Catholic Clergy of Eng- 
land, on the appointment of Biſhops. Second edition, 
To which are added Farther Confiderations on the ſame 

5 ſubject, and on the conduct of the Engliſh: Catholics 

from the reign of Queen Elizabeth to the preſent time, 

By Sir John Throckmorton, Bart, 2 885 kee. 1792. 

Page 15. | 4 | 

+ Ibid. 5. 16. 
= 4 Ibis + 78 
the 
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the 8 of the biſhops, nor of their flocks : : 
and i in future any biſhop ele ſhould, contrary 

to the rule now eſtabliſhed, apply to Rome for" bulls 
/ conformation, he would violate the laws of his 
country and he could not pretend that the penal- 
ties he might incur, by fuch a proceeding, would 
be inflifted on account of his religion, Tie fame 
muſt bs ſaid of the Catholic biſhops in this coun- | 
5 When therefore after the change of. reli- 
gion in this country, we were deſtitute of biſhops, 
we did not fall under the immediate direction 
of the See of Rome. In no ſenſe could the biſhop 
of Rome be conſidered as our immediate and 18 8 | 
per paſtor. 
8. A1 brief of the Pope is of no PTR 
unleſs when received and admitted yy the be : 
to which it is addreſſed. 
„ Too great Power has edgy been given 8 
to the Roman Pontiff by the canons of that. coun- 

he Oh of Hr 


England on the appointment of biſhops, In which the 
 objeftions to the firſt letter are anſwered. By John 
Throckmorton, Eſq. London, &c. 1791 Page 111. 

+ Ibid. p. 14. 

+ bid. A Letter, Kc. Second edn, in note, þo 76: 

$ Ibid, 7. 14. ; 


2 tecond Letter addreſſed fo the Catholic Clergy of | 


f Catholics 


i 

„ Catholics will, it is to be hoped, always 
_ follow their own judgement, which i is @ better guide, 
than the mandates LE cither Apoſtolic Vicars or 
Nuncios*. 

g. At preſent 4 2a they (the Apoſtolic 
Vicars) are not only paſtors without a | flock, but 
biſhops without the power of the keys. . . To you, 
Gentlemen of the Midland and Weſtern, Diſtridts, 
7 particularly addreſs myſe If on this occaſi ion; it 
is in your power to remove the objeftion of the 
want of proper paſtors. Do you, in conjunction 
with the laity of your. reſpeftive diftrifts, aſſemble. 
and chooſe for your biſhops, the perſons who now, 
by a lamentable abuſe, preſide over you in virtue 
of an authority delegated to them by a foreign 
prelate, who has no Pretenſi tons to exerciſe ſuch an 
alt of power.. . You are bodies of Jaitlfut 
without biſhops. 
10. IJ wiſh the Catholics to be relieved from 
their preſent ſtate of anarchy and oppreſſe on?.. 

11. Let them (the Clergy) declare, that they | 
will no longer ſubmit to the arbitrary, uncano- 
nical government of Apoſtolical Vicars: 1 them 
inſiſt on having a regular church-government, and 


faſtors properly W 


7 Ibid. FP 200, | 4 8 18, 194 214 224 
4 * in te, 4 Gr RE $ Ibid. P. 71. 
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18. As long as this eccleſiaſtical government 
continues, neither the principles nor the-allegiance f 


/ the catholic clergy are ſecure . 
Therefore, after - invoking the ſpecial 
light and aſſiſtance of the Spirit of truth, hav- 


ing conſulted with diverſe of our moſt learned 


divines, and maturely weighed the above 
quoted propoſitions and paſſages, we declare 


them to be reſpeQively, falſe, erroneous, ſcan- 


dalous, injurious to the Head of the Church and 
10 a general council, ſubuerſive of eccleſiaſtical 


_ diſcipline, tending to ſchiſm, favoring hereſy, in- 
ducing to ſchiſm and hereſy, ſchiſmatical, con- 


* 


trary to a formal definition of a general council 


- and to the faith of the Church, And we hereby | 
caution the. faithful in general committed to 


our charge, as they tender their eternal ſalva- 


tion, againſt maintaining or adhering to the 
doarines above cenſured; and we prohibit 


our clergy, in particular from preaching, 


teaching, maintaining or ſupporting any of 


the aforeſaid condemned opinions, under the 


penalty of ſuſpenſion from all divine Functions, 


which ſentence we ſhall conſider it as our 


duty to watch over and to enforce. 


„ 


„„ im] 
And whereas diverſe of the ſame or fimi- | 
lar propoſitions have been of late advanced: 


and publiſhed amongſt our flocks by other 
perſons belonging to them in different books 
or writings, which on account of their obſcu- 
ity, or on other accounts, we have not 
thought it neceſſary here to ſpecify, we there- 
fore declare that we mean to include the 
faid propofitions, as far as they agree with 
thoſe which we bave. B _— in * 
above cenlures. 

Moreover, as the Church of God "AIR 
all times watched, with a moſt jealous care, 
over the heavenly treaſure of the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures *, and has condemned the practice of 
printing the faid ſcriptures, or any expo- 
fitions of or annotations upon the ſame, unleſs 
ſuch have been feverally examined and ap- 
proved of by due ecclctaſtical authority T ;. 

hence it is incumbent upon us to warn the 
faithful committed to aur care againſt the uſe 
and reception of a certain work of this kind, 
as far as ii has yet appeared, which is deſtitute 
of thefe requiſites, and which is entitled, The 
FI Holy 2 or the Ss” accounted facred by Jeu 


* Cone. Trid. Seſſ. g. c. 7. de . 
* Ibid. S. 4. decret. de edit, & u/a Aer. Ii. 
old 


8 
and Chriſtians, otherwiſe called the books of the 
old and new Covenants, faithfully tranſlated from 
the originals, with various read ings, explanatory 
notes and critical remarks, by the Rev. Aleæan- 
1 FO 
For the reſt, Dearly Beloved Predicns 
we. exhort you that you receive not the grace of 
God in vain , by means of which he hath cal- 
led you out of darkneſs unto his admirable light}. 
Bear in mind that faith is the gift of God, and 
'dread that ſevere threat which he has de- 
_ »nounced. againſt thoſe who negleQ to make 
a proper uſe of the time of their viſitation . 
and which we know has been ſtrictly executed 
upon different portions of the Church, both 
in ancient and in modern times, in puniſhment 
of their ſins, I ſay to you the kingdom of God 
ſhall be taken from you and given 10 4 nation 


n forth the fruits thereof . 
+ Wherefore, Brethren, keep FIN to the 


7 An eve e and labour the more that 
7 18 m ha: on may 2 ee calling 
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and eleddion ſure *. Be Aso in petfornta 
ing the duty of prayer, in frequenting the 
holy ſacraments, and in offering up or aſſiſt- 
ing at the holy ſacrifice of the new law, above. 
all, on thoſe days, when the laſt mentioned 
duty is enjoined, as an eſſential means of ren- 
dering ſuch days holy: that thus you may 
draw down upon yourſelves the all- neceſſary 
grace of God. In order to imbibe the ſpirit 
of the goſpel, daily meditate on ſome or other 
of its important maxims, and frequently read 
approved good books. Redeem your inigquities 
with works , mercy to the poor #, as alſo by 

faſting and abſtinence, at leaſt on thoſe days 
when our provident mother the holy Church. 


has impoſed this ſalutary regimen upon us. 


On the other hand, fly from the infection 


of a deluded and a deluding world, which, by 


the pride and licentiouſneſs that it inſpires, 


is equally dangerous to our faith and to our 
morals, and is the capital enemy to the ſalva- 
tion of our ſouls. At all times it has been 


neceſſary for good paſtors, but never more ſo 
than now, to exclaim with the beloved apoſtle, 


Love not the world, nor the things that are in the 


3 - 
* 4 
: 7 


* 21% et. . f. b. 10. 
| + Daniel, . 14. . 24. 3 
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world. "If any non love the warld,. the chirigif 8 
tze Father is not in lum. Fon all that is in the = 
world, is the conoupiſcence of the fleſh, and the 
concupiſcence of the eyes, and the pride of life 3 
which is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world paſſeth away and the concupiſcencs 
thereof.) Bui he-that doth the will of God ahi, 
ti for ever v. And whereas this ſpirit of the 
| world is acknowledged to be no where more 
prevalent or infectious than at theatrical 
ſhows and entertainments; hence we admo- 
niſh you that the faithful in general have als 
ways been deterred, as much-as poſſible, by ; 
zealous paſtors of the Church, and the clergy 
in particular have been prohibited in the 
Aricteſt manner + from frequenting them. 
And you, our reverend Brethren and fel- 
low-labourers in the work of the miniſtry, we 
_ exhort you in the words of the prince of the 
apoſtles : Feed the flock of God, which is amongſt 
you, taking care of it, not by conſtraint, but wil 
. e to LL and not n A . 


hy 18. John, e. 2. ws 15416 17. „ . 18 
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fake; but voluntarily s. Let us remember the 
ineſtimable value of the talenis intruſted to 
us, on the good uſe of which, under God, the 
eternal ſalvation of ſouls redeemed with the 
blood of Chrijt abſolutely depends; and, of 
courſe, the ſevere account we are ſoon to give 
of them io the great Maſter T. It is true the 


days are evil}, and the torrent of irreligion, of 

error arid of vice, ſeems almoſt irreſiſtible. 
Nevertheleſs in doing good let us not faint, for 
in due time we fhall reap not fainting y. Thus 


proving ourielves good paſtors, and not hire= 

lings ||, when the Prince of Paſtors ſhall + ap | 

we ſhall receive a never-fading crown **, 
We conclude with recommending to ** 


f fervent prayers the ſtate of the Church of 


1 
18. Pet, c. Fo v. 2. 


5 Nos talento accepto, ab eo ad negotium mĩſſi 45 | 


mus. Etenim dicit: : negotiamini dum venio. Ecce j jam 


venit; ecce de noſtro negotio luorum requirit. Quale ei 
tucrum animarum de noſtra negotiatione monſtrabimus? 


4 Quot ejus conſpectui animarum manipulos de prædicatio- 


nis noſtræ ſegete allaturi ſumus? 8. Greg. Hem. LAH in 


Evan. © 
14 Epbeſ.. c. g. V. 16. . „ 
Salat. c. 6. v. I 333 
S. Jobn, c. 10. 3 | OE OS 
18. Pet. 4. 5. v. 4 
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God throughout the world, the peace [ond | 
welfare of this nation, and our own particular. 
pe neceſſities. In return, we beſtow up- 
on you our paſtoral benedittion.— May the 


| Peace of God, which ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding, 
"= your hearts and minds in Chriſt Jeſu ® 


CHARLES WALMESLEY, vici Arosrorse. 


| WILLIAM GIBSON, Vicas Aroavoric. 


JOHN DOUGLASS, Vicaz Ares role. oe 
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